
This Si
NINETY per cent, of the lives lost in

fires are lost because of ignorance.
Over and over again this statement

has been made by fire chiefs, yet nothing
is done about it. Dr. Myron T. Scudder,
of the Scudder School in New York, decidedthat it was time American children
were taught the few fundamental principlesof safety in time of fire. He is teachingthose principles to his children: teach
them to yours. The time may come when
they will save your child's life.

First of all, Dr. Scudder makes it a

point to teach his youngsters self-confidence.No child ever receives a shock or
a scare in his gymnasium. The lessons
are given to the ehildren very slowly.
They begin with simple exercises, and it
may be weeks before they get to the big
ladders in the back yard where the more
difficult lessons are taught.
The ladders are of three types.slanting,straight, and swinging. The first

lesson that the child receives is in mountingthe ladder. She is never forced to go
hevond a heielit at which she feels ner-

fectly safe and seeure. In some instances
the children can not go higher than two
rounds in the first week; but gradually
they gain courage, until they are able to
go up or down a fire-escape in the dead of
night, and if necessary make the ascent
or descent with their hands behind them.
The first ladder that is used is slanting.

This is the easiest to work with. Then
comes the straight one, and last the chain
ladder that hangs from a beam and swings
loose from the floor. After a child has
reached the point where she can run
lightly up and down these ladders without
fear, the exercise of climbing the slanting
ladder blindfolded is begun. Why blindfolded?It is a precaution taken in case of
a very dark night, or for such a time as

In the famous experimental workshop
of Charles II illiams. on the top floor
of the builtUng at 109 Court Street.
Boston, the first conclusive experiments
with the telephone were carried out
June 2, 1875. To-day it is estimated
that no less than sixteen million instrumentsare in use in the world. Recently
Or. Alexander Graham Bell and his
wife were present alien two bronze
tablets were unveiled at the telephone's
birthplace.
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it crack in the floor will lead

may occur when smoke blinds and makes
it impossible to see whore one is stepping.

IIow to Come Down a Rope
TO use a rope as a means of escape from

a burning building sounds easy enough,
but many accidents have occurred to
those ignorant of the way to use it. The
children are taught to come down a

rope hand over hand, never to slide; for
more than one person has found his or her
hands injured for life from the friction
caused by sliding down a rope".

1Jr. Scudder points out to his children
that it is very dangerous to place a rope
on the sill of a window, sit on the windowsillanil grasp the rope for descent." A rope
ought to be placed at the top of the window,the loose end thrown over the top of
tne sasn, and men, silling on me sill, one
may easily adjust it.
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/ier to a window and safety.
When there is nothing available to

which the rope may ho attached, a straight
ehair, a broom-hamile, or anything equally
strong, will serve the purpose. Tie the
rope tor the sheets that have been joined
together) in the middle of this article,
making two half hitches; raise the windowto a sufficient height to leave about
a foot of the chair or broom-handle above
the sash and the other below the sill;
then; grasping the rope, one may work
down to safety, for the chair is absolutely
secure as long as the weight of the person
is on the rope.'
, Knot-tying'is a part of the children's
education, and Dr. Scudder declares that
every adult ought to know how to tie
certain knots, for on this knowledge a life
may hang.
There are three kinds of knots that

prove useful. Due is the bowline-on-ami.:..:11 ,.i-
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of sheets iii which an old person or nil
invalid may lie lowered from a window.
The Alpine knot, used by mountain
climbers, will hold two pieces of rope or
other miitcrm! firmly together. The two
half hitches will secure the rope to a piece

offurniture. Ivvcry child in the school
knows how to lie these knots before she
has finished her course, and knows just
how t hey are to lie used.
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sulToeation. A smoke-tilled room is
terrifying. Smoke ascends. Therefore,
in a smoke-filled room the thing to do is
to drop to your knees and crawl to a windowor door. But how? That is the place
where instruction serves a good turn. The
hoards of a tloor are, in ninety-nine eases
out of a hundred, laid so that the cracks
run toward a window; it is a fireman's
trick to drop to the floor and feel his way
along these hoards to air and tin opening.
l)r. Seudder's children are taught to do
this. When they have had enough practicein litis exercise, they tire blindfolded,
turned about several times or walked
about a room, and are then left to feel
their way to lite windows.

Gradually the children are taught to
walk around a narrow coping, or across a

slender trestle, if need lie. The work in
the school gymnasium and on the ladders
in tin1 hack yard affords wholesome exercise.and when the course is complete,
coolness in the face of danger litis become
almost second nature to the children.
What do you think your youngsters

would do if they were to wake up some
night with their eyes and mouths full of
smoke? Isn't it a good time to give them
a few simple lessons right mar/
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